
1 

Polling Places for combined May 2027 Northern 
Ireland Assembly and Local Government Elections 
Consultation Document

1. Introduction

(a) The Electoral Office for Northern Ireland is undertaking a review of Polling Places for the
combined 2027 Northern Ireland Assembly and Local Government Elections. The UK
Government has scheduled the two elections to take place on the same day, 6 May 2027.

(b) The purpose of this consultation is to invite comments on the Polling Places to support the
combined polls on 6 May 2027. In particular, the review considers whether the combined
Polling Place Scheme provides electors with practical arrangements for voting.

(c) This consultation is being conducted in the context of changes arising from the 2023 Review
of Parliamentary Constituencies. By law Northern Ireland Assembly constituencies must be
based on Parliamentary Constituencies, therefore this change is relevant to the 2027
Assembly elections. Thus the 18 Assembly Areas for the 2027 Assembly elections will differ
from those in the 2022 Assembly elections. At the same time, Local Government elections
continue to be organised within the 80 District Electoral Areas (DEAs) established under the
Local Government (Boundaries) Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.

(d) As part of the 2023 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies the 18 Parliamentary
Constituencies/Assembly Areas now align with Local Government ward boundaries. This
means that the electoral geography in Northern Ireland is built up from 109 distinct
Constituency / District Electoral Area overlap units. However, because these units are derived
from the existing Local Government ward boundaries, the scheme must operate within
boundaries that remain largely based on the framework established following the Local
Government (Boundaries) Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.

(e) As 2027 elections are planned to be combined Assembly and Local Government Elections,
these 109 geographical units are central to delivery. Therefore, the Electoral Office have
developed a combined Polling Place scheme to allow voters to visit one Polling Place to
cast their votes in both elections. This is an improvement to the last area-based combined
poll in 2011, when some voters had to visit two Polling Places to vote.
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2. Why a Combined Polling Place Scheme Is Required

(a) As the United Kingdom Government has decided to run two elections on a single day – this
presents a significant operational task. This has meant that the Electoral Office, working
closely with Local Councils, has had to consider how best to run the combined elections to
minimise complexity both for the voter and the administration of the election.

(b) Local Government elections are organised around 80 District Electoral Areas, while Assembly
elections are organised around 18 Assembly Area constituency boundaries. In most cases (53
out of 80 DEAs) the District Electoral Area is contained within the Assembly constituency. In
the remaining cases the District Electoral Area is split across either two Assembly
constituencies (25 out of 80 District Electoral Areas) or across three Assembly constituencies
(2 out of 80 DEAs – Faughan & Lagan River). This is outlined in Annex A. Therefore, some
electors within the same District Electoral Area will vote in different Assembly constituencies1.

(c) Without proper planning the combined election would mean electors having to attend two
different Polling Places to vote. Therefore, the Electoral Office have developed a Polling Place
scheme to cater for the 109 distinct Constituency / District Electoral Area units – the overlap of
the two electoral geographies. This then allows electors to only visit one Polling Place to cast
their votes in both elections.

(d) This position helps avoid voter confusion and administrative error. The combined Polling Place
scheme provides a clear and efficient approach to the combined election. The principal
objectives of the combined Polling Place scheme are to:

• reduce voter confusion by simplifying voting; and

• make the administration of two elections manageable.

(e) In summary the Electoral Office will ensure all electors are assigned to a single Polling
Place to cast both their votes.

3. Purpose of the Review/Consultation

(a) The Electoral Office plans to ensure polling arrangements for the 2027 combined elections are
fit for purpose. This consultation will assist the Electoral Office in ensuring that:

• voting is as convenient for the public as possible;

• the public are directed to a single Polling Place to cast their vote in both elections; and

• Polling Places are accessible and operationally viable.

(b) The consultation provides an opportunity for councils, political parties, community
organisations, lobby groups, electors and other interested stakeholders to comment on the
suitability of the combined Polling Places.

1 The development of a combined Polling Place scheme is constrained by the 80 District Electoral Areas (DEA) arising 
from the 2008 Local Council legislation. These DEA boundaries relate to decisions made now nearly twenty years ago. 
For some DEAs, the boundaries align with an historical town boundary which does not include newly built houses on the 
outskirts of the town. This makes the combined Polling Place scheme a function of historical DEA boundaries. 
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(c) Therefore this consultation seeks:

• comments on specific Polling Places and alternative locations;

• information from respondents on large-scale external issues (public realm works,
events etc…) planned for 6 May 2027 – election day - at or near the listed Polling
Places (see 3(d) below); and

• views on a future (beyond the 2027 elections) rationalisation of Polling Places (see 4(f)
below).

(d) Whilst developing the draft combined Polling Places scheme, the availability of individual
Polling Places was reviewed (i.e. for building specific works /closure). However, the Electoral
Office did not consider external issues that may impact on Polling Places on 6 May
2027 (e.g. public realm works, major events (North West 200 etc…). In undertaking this
consultation the Electoral Office are seeking to identify any information on external
issues that might impact on the delivery of the May 2027 combined elections.

4. Key Principles that underpinned the Combined Polling Place Scheme

(a) In conducting this review, the Electoral Office has used a series of principles.

(b) Principle 1: As a result of the combined election, the Electoral Office will ensure all electors
are assigned to a single Polling Place to allow them to vote in both the Assembly &
Local Government elections at the same time.

(c) Principle 2: Polling Places are designed so the number of electors allocated to that
Polling Place can be accommodated in numerical terms.

(d) Principle 3: Polling Places are chosen as far as possible to support accessibility
requirements.

(e) Principle 4: Polling Places must be able to accommodate the operational requirements of
combined elections, including equipment, voter flow, and ballot paper handling. Therefore the
draft combined Election Polling Place scheme has been developed with a limited change
approach. In total around 95% of properties have been assigned to the Polling Place
they were previously assigned to.

(f) Lastly, the number of Polling Places in Northern Ireland is 30% more than the number of
Polling Districts2. Following the 2027 election the Electoral Office plan to reduce the number of
Polling Places3. To do so the Electoral Office will use information from the election along with
digital mapping/Geographical Information System methods. In undertaking this consultation

2 Polling Districts (474 in total) align with 450 whole & 12 split wards defined by 2023 review of Constituency boundaries 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65b11e7f160765000d18f7fc/Polling_District_Scheme_for_Northern_Ireland
.pdf). 

3 This is in part driven by UK Government’s planned change to flexible voting – see paragraph 52 of 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/restoring-trust-in-our-democracy-our-strategy-for-modern-and-secure-
elections/restoring-trust-in-our-democracy-our-strategy-for-modern-and-secure-elections and pilot exercise report at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flexible-voting-pilots-factsheet/flexible-voting-pilots-factsheet. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65b11e7f160765000d18f7fc/Polling_District_Scheme_for_Northern_Ireland.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65b11e7f160765000d18f7fc/Polling_District_Scheme_for_Northern_Ireland.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/restoring-trust-in-our-democracy-our-strategy-for-modern-and-secure-elections/restoring-trust-in-our-democracy-our-strategy-for-modern-and-secure-elections
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/restoring-trust-in-our-democracy-our-strategy-for-modern-and-secure-elections/restoring-trust-in-our-democracy-our-strategy-for-modern-and-secure-elections
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flexible-voting-pilots-factsheet/flexible-voting-pilots-factsheet
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the Electoral Office are looking for any comments from respondents about which 
Polling Places could be combined following the 2027 elections. 

 

5. Developing of Proposals / Evidence Base 

(a) In preparing the proposals, the Electoral Office has: 

• reviewed existing arrangements and assessed Polling Places used at previous 
elections with feedback from poll staff and voters at the July 2024 Parliamentary 
elections; 

• examined the impact of new constituencies introduced under Parliamentary 
Constituencies Act 2020; 

• reviewed the relationship between 18 Assembly Constituencies and 80 District Electoral 
Areas to develop the draft Combined Polling Place scheme; 

• where necessary, undertaken in-person assessments of Polling Places; 

• applied operational principles relating to accessibility, travel distance & election delivery; 

• taken account of population change, housing development and local factors; and 

• held initial engagement with stakeholders. 

 

6. Proposed Polling Places – Documents Available 

(a) The proposed combined Polling Place scheme is set out in the spreadsheets and maps which 
accompany the consultation document. These are all available on our website. 

 

(b) The consultation response document is available at https://www.eoni.org.uk/consultationsThis 
includes the list of 604 Polling Places. 

 

(c) The Electoral Office has made available a mapping tool https://nielectoral-
maps.wheredoivote.co.uk, where the Polling Places and all properties (with and without 
electors) linked to that Polling Place can be viewed on a map. 

 

(d) The full list of addresses (with and without electors) attached to each Polling Place (broken 
down in 11 files – one for each Local Government District) is available at 
https://www.eoni.org.uk/consultations Note this includes all addresses held within the Electoral 
Office electoral management system including those addresses that have no registered 
voters4.  

 

(e) Key statistics are also shown overleaf with the geographical breakdown of the 604 Polling 
Places by Local Council & Assembly Area. 

 
4 The 11 lists of addresses includes full address with postal district (and not full postcode) for each individual address in 
that area from the electoral management system. 

https://www.eoni.org.uk/consultations
https://nielectoral-maps.wheredoivote.co.uk/
https://nielectoral-maps.wheredoivote.co.uk/
https://www.eoni.org.uk/consultations
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Table 1: Local Council/Assembly Area/DEA breakdown of Polling Places & Electorate – 31 July 2026 (rounded electorate numbers) 

Local Council  Number of Polling Places Total Electorate 
Antrim & Newtownabbey 43 109,600 
Ards & North Down 41 126,700 
Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon 70 160,300 
Belfast 97 240,600 
Causeway Coast & Glens 60 105,500 
Derry City & Strabane 47 116,500 
Fermanagh & Omagh 46 89,100 
Lisburn City & Castlereagh  39 113,300 
Mid & East Antrim 52 104,800 
Mid Ulster  49 108,100 
Newry, Mourne & Down 60 136,200 
Northern Ireland 604 1,410,700 

 

Assembly Area Number of Polling Places Total Electorate 
Belfast East 28 76,000 
Belfast North 32 76,500 
Belfast South & Mid Down 26 78,000 
Belfast West 33 75,900 
East Antrim 36 74,800 
East Londonderry 37 77,100 
Fermanagh & South Tyrone 40 82,800 
Foyle 27 74,600 
Lagan Valley 31 85,000 
Mid Ulster 34 77,000 
Newry & Armagh 38 82,400 
North Antrim 45 77,300 
North Down 23 75,300 
South Antrim 32 79,900 
South Down 38 78,200 
Strangford 30 76,000 
Upper Bann 33 88,200 
West Tyrone 41 75,800 
Northern Ireland 604 1,410,700 
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Area (DEA-Constituency) Places Elect. Area (DEA-Constituency) Places Elect. Area (DEA-Constituency) Places Elect. 

AIRPORT-South Antrim 6 16100 COOKSTOWN-Mid Ulster 7 14700 LISBURN SOUTH-Lagan Valley 7 17200 

ANTRIM-South Antrim 6 17500 COOKSTOWN-West Tyrone 2 2900 LISNASHARRAGH-Belfast East 6 14000 

ARDS PENINSULA-North Down 1 2200 COURT-Belfast North 3 3600 LISNASHARRAGH-Belf South & Mid Down 3 7800 

ARDS PENINSULA-Strangford 9 17200 COURT-Belfast West 10 20400 LURGAN-Lagan Valley 3 8300 

ARMAGH-Fermanagh & South Tyrone 2 4200 CRAIGAVON-Upper Bann 9 21700 LURGAN-Upper Bann 6 19500 

ARMAGH-Newry & Armagh 10 19100 CROTLIEVE-South Down 10 21700 MACEDON-Belfast North 5 13300 

BALLYARNETT-Foyle 7 19600 CUSHER-Newry & Armagh 10 19600 MACEDON-East Antrim 1 1500 

BALLYCLARE-South Antrim 6 14700 DERG-West Tyrone 7 13800 MAGHERAFELT-Mid Ulster 5 14100 

BALLYMENA-North Antrim 8 16500 DOWNPATRICK-South Down 5 11700 MID TYRONE-West Tyrone 10 13400 

BALLYMONEY-North Antrim 9 18500 DOWNPATRICK-Strangford 3 4400 MOYOLA-Mid Ulster 6 13800 

BALMORAL-Belfast South & Mid Down 5 19200 DOWNSHIRE EAST-Belfast South & Mid Down 1 2500 NEWRY-Newry & Armagh 8 20400 

BANBRIDGE-South Down 7 8700 DOWNSHIRE EAST-Lagan Valley 5 10700 NEWTOWNARDS-Strangford 6 22300 

BANBRIDGE-Upper Bann 7 17300 DOWNSHIRE WEST-Lagan Valley 5 13800 OLDPARK-Belfast North 10 24000 

BANGOR CENTRAL-North Down 6 19900 DUNGANNON-Fermanagh & South Tyrone 5 14100 OMAGH-West Tyrone 4 13500 

BANGOR EAST & DONAGHADEE-North Down 5 18400 DUNGANNON-Mid Ulster 1 2700 ORMISTON-Belfast East 9 23000 

BANGOR WEST-North Down 4 15000 DUNSILLY-South Antrim 7 13800 ORMISTON-North Down 1 3700 

BANN-East Londonderry 6 13500 ENNISKILLEN-Fermanagh & South Tyrone 5 14000 PORTADOWN-Mid Ulster 1 1000 

BANNSIDE-North Antrim 6 15600 ERNE EAST-Fermanagh & South Tyrone 5 12200 PORTADOWN-Upper Bann 9 21900 

BENBRADAGH-East Londonderry 7 13600 ERNE NORTH-Fermanagh & South Tyrone 6 11700 ROWALLANE-Belfast South & Mid Down 1 3200 

BLACK MOUNTAIN-Belfast West 13 27000 ERNE WEST-Fermanagh & South Tyrone 8 11400 ROWALLANE-Strangford 5 12900 

BOTANIC-Belfast South & Mid Down 10 24100 FAUGHAN-East Londonderry 2 5900 SLIEVE CROOB-South Down 7 12500 

BRAID-East Antrim 4 7800 FAUGHAN-Foyle 2 6100 SLIEVE CROOB-Strangford 3 3700 

BRAID-North Antrim 7 10300 FAUGHAN-West Tyrone 2 2900 SLIEVE GULLION-Newry & Armagh 10 23300 

CARNTOGHER-Mid Ulster 6 13000 FOYLESIDE-Foyle 6 13500 SPERRIN-East Londonderry 1 2800 

CARRICK CASTLE-East Antrim 6 14200 GLENGORMLEY URBAN-Belfast North 5 11700 SPERRIN-West Tyrone 8 16500 

CASTLE-Belfast North 9 23900 GLENGORMLEY URBAN-South Antrim 2 4900 THE GLENS-East Antrim 2 2200 

CASTLEREAGH EAST-Belfast East 4 14400 HOLYWOOD & CLANDEBOYE-North Down 6 16200 THE GLENS-North Antrim 9 11200 

CASTLEREAGH EAST-Belfast South & Mid Down 1 2500 KILLULTAGH-Lagan Valley 4 11000 THE MOOR-Foyle 5 13400 

CASTLEREAGH SOUTH-Belfast South & Mid Down 5 18700 KILLULTAGH-South Antrim 2 5600 THE MOURNES-South Down 8 22700 

CAUSEWAY-East Londonderry 6 12300 KNOCKAGH-East Antrim 5 13600 THREE MILE WATER-East Antrim 2 8700 

CAUSEWAY-North Antrim 6 5200 LAGAN RIVER-Lagan Valley 3 10200 THREE MILE WATER-South Antrim 3 7400 

CLOGHER VALLEY-Fermanagh & South Tyrone 9 15100 LAGAN RIVER-South Down 1 900 TITANIC-Belfast East 9 24600 

CLOGHER VALLEY-Mid Ulster 1 1000 LAGAN RIVER-Upper Bann 2 7800 TORRENT-Mid Ulster 7 16700 

COAST ROAD-East Antrim 6 12900 LARNE LOUGH-East Antrim 10 14000 WATERSIDE-Foyle 7 22000 

COLERAINE-East Londonderry 9 17300 LIMAVADY-East Londonderry 6 11700 WEST TYRONE-West Tyrone 8 12800 

COLLIN-Belfast West 9 25200 LISBURN NORTH-Belfast West 1 3200 Northern Ireland 604 1,410,700  

COMBER-Strangford 4 15600 LISBURN NORTH-Lagan Valley 4 13900     
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7. Consultation Questions 

(a) Outlined below are the three key consultation questions – these can be answered online at 
https://www.eoni.org.uk/consultations. More information on the ways to respond is given in 
section 8 below. 

 

(i) Are the proposed Polling Places acceptable for electors? If not, what alternative 
Polling Place(s) would you recommend? 

 
Yes/No 
 
If No, then you can propose an alternative Polling Place arrangement, respondents 
must identify: 

• the Polling Place they wish to change; 
• the alternative Polling Place being proposed; and 
• how the arrangement differs from the current draft scheme. 

 
In doing this, respondents must include the full address of properties requiring review. 
This must include property name/number, street name and postcode and the alternative 
Polling Place.  Responses that do not include this information will not be considered. 
 
 
 

(ii) The Electoral Office is seeking information on large-scale external issues that may 
impact the operation of Polling Places during the combined elections on 6 May 2027. 
Are you aware of any planned works, events, road closures, transport disruptions, 
developments, or other circumstances that could affect voter access to, or the 
delivery of services at, a Polling Place? 

 
Yes/No 
 
If Yes, please provide as much detail as possible, including the location, nature of the 
issue, and expected dates. 
 
 
 

(iii) Looking beyond the 2027 elections, are you aware of any Polling Places that could 
be rationalised/reviewed as part of longer-term Polling Place reviews? 

 
Yes/No 
 
If Yes, please provide details and supporting evidence where possible, including the 
nature of the rationalisation/review. 

  

https://www.eoni.org.uk/consultations
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8. How to Respond/ Timetable 

(a) Responses should be submitted no later than Friday 2 October 2026 by 

• Web: https://www.eoni.org.uk/consultations  

• Email: pollingstationreview@eoni.org.uk 

• Post: Electoral Office for Northern Ireland 

Colby House 

Stranmillis Court 

BELFAST  

BT9 5TA 

 

(b) The timetable for the consultation is as follows: 

• Notice published: Friday 31 July 2026 

• Consultation period: Friday 31 July 2026 to Friday 2 October 2026 

• Publication of 2027 combined election Polling Place scheme: November 2026 

 

(c) All responses to the consultation will be published after the closing date with respondent name 
published alongside. Anonymous responses will not be accepted. 

 

9. Next Steps 

(a) All responses received during the consultation period will be carefully considered as part of the 
review process. Following consideration of the evidence and consultation responses, final 
recommendations will be settled. The combined election Polling Place scheme will be 
published in November 2026. 

 

Electoral Office for Northern Ireland 

July 2026 

https://www.eoni.org.uk/consultations
mailto:pollingstationreview@eoni.org.uk
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Annex: Relationship between Northern Ireland Assembly Areas & Local Government 
District Electoral Areas 

 

(a) The information & maps below illustrate the relationship between District Electoral Areas 
(DEAs) & Assembly Areas. 

 

Local Council District Electoral Areas (2027 Election) 

(b) In total there are 80 District Electoral Areas – these areas are used for elections to elect 

Councillors and are split across the 11 Council Areas. All Councils except Belfast have 7 

District Electoral Areas and these are built up from 462 Electoral Wards. This is shown in Table 

1 & Map 1 below. 

 

 

Map 1: 
80 District Electoral Areas 

(2027 Election) 
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Assembly Areas (2027 Election) 

(c) In total there are 18 Assembly Areas. These are the areas used in the context of changes 

arising from the 2023 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies - these areas are named 
similarly to those used in the 2022 Assembly but do not cover the same geography. 

 

(d) The 18 Assembly Areas are made up from electoral wards as distinct units. However, 12 

electoral wards (out of 462) were split in 2 setting up the 18 Constituencies – this gives rise to 

the 474 “wards” in Table 2 below. Table 2 also denotes the number of District Electoral Areas 

that are wholly or in part in each constituency – this gives rise to the 109 areas on the ground. 

 

 

Map 2: 
18 Assembly Areas 

(2027 Election) 
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District Electoral Areas - Assembly Areas combined geography (basis for 2027 Election) 

(e) As there is a combined election planned for May 2027 – a combined Polling Place scheme has 

been necessary to enable voters to go to a single Polling Place. The two boundaries 

(Assembly Areas & District Electoral Areas) do not wholly align. There is however overlap. 
This is shown in Map 3 below. In total there are 109 combined areas, and the Polling Place 

scheme has been designed to meet these combined areas. The 109 areas are shown in Table 

form overleaf with the names of the Assembly Areas & District Electoral Areas attached. 

 

 

Map 3: 
Overlap 

Assembly Areas & 
District Electoral Areas 

(2027 Election) 
 

109 areas on the ground 
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